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species and 10 subspecies, and with informal descriptions of about 
250 less definite forms. The Biotian section of Aster is one of the 
most difficult and variable, and seems particularly active in pro- 
duction of new forms, some other sections of Aster being quite 
stable in comparison. Most of the larger and more conspicuous 
species, with violet or lavender rays and glandular hairs constitute 
as a subsection the Macrophylli, typified by the well-known Aster 
macrophyllus L. Specimens illustrating the principal species of 
this subsection were exhibited and compared, and the speaker 
described the results of his method of continued observation on 
plant-colonies in unchanged natural habitat, with reference especi- 
ally to the development of variations, and to distinction between 
certain changes apparently due to environmental conditions and 
other changes suggesting origin by mutation. 



NEWS ITEMS 

Dr. P. A. Rydberg, of the New York Botanical Garden staff, 
has been devoting three weeks to studies in the United States 
National Herbarium. 

Dr. C. F. Millspaugh, curator of the botanical department of 
the Field Columbian Museum, Chicago, sailed for Europe in 
the latter part of March. 

Dr. David Griffiths, of the Bureau of Plant Industry, is spend- 
ing two months in grass and forage-plant investigations in Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona, and California. 

Fred William Foxworthy (Ph.D., Cornell, 1904) and Albert 
Francis Blakeslee (Ph.D., Harvard, 1904) have recently been ap- 
pointed to botanical positions in the service of the Philippine 
government. 

Mr. William R. Maxon, of the United States National Her- 
barium, sailed from New York on March 31, to spend two 
months in making botanical collections in Costa Rica in behalf 
of the New York Botanical Garden. 
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Dr. Duncan S. Johnson, associate professor of botany in Johns 
Hopkins University, sailed for Jamaica on April 5 with the in- 
tention of devoting two months to studies at the tropical labora- 
tory of the New York Botanical Garden at Cinchona. 

Miss Jean Broadhurst (B.S., Columbia, 1903), recently of the 
New Jersey State Normal and Model Schools, has been appointed 
instructor in biology and nature-study in the Teachers College, 
Columbia University, where she will have charge of most of the 
courses recently given by Professor Francis E. Lloyd. 

The Brown Daily Herald of March 1 2 states that Professor 
William Whitman Bailey will retire from the faculty of Brown 
University at the close of the present academic year. He has 
been a teacher in the University for nearly twenty-eight years, 
during twenty-five of which he has been professor of botany. 

The sixth annual session of the Minnesota Seaside Station, 
located on the Straits of San Juan de Fuca, near Port Renfrew, 
British Columbia, will extend from July 8 to August 18. The 
botanical courses will be given by Professors Conway MacMillan, 
Josephine E. Tilden, Fred. K. Butters, and C. Otto Rosendahl, 
of the University of Minnesota. 

Mr. Harlan H. York, fellow in botany in Columbia University, 
is acting as a special assistant in the United States National Her- 
barium for three months beginning April 1. During the summer 
he will assist in the instruction in cryptogamic botany in the 
biological laboratory of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sci- 
ences at Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island. 

We learn from the Botanical Gazette for March that Dr. Albert 
Schneider has resigned the professorship of botany, pharmacog- 
nosy, and materia medica in the California College of Pharmacy, 
to accept the position of pathologist and physiologist of the 
Spreckels Sugar Company and that he is devoting his entire 
time at present to the investigation of the so-called California 
sugar-beet blight. 

Dr. Lester F. Ward, who has been paleontologist of the United 
States Geological Survey since 1881, and is author of the well- 
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known " Guide to the Flora of Washington and Vicinity," in 
addition to numerous important paleobotanical papers, has, ac- 
cording to a recent statement in Science, been elected professor 
of sociology in Brown University and will begin his new duties 
in September. 

Dr. D. T. MacDougal, director of the department of botanical 
research of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, who has been 
spending the winter at the Desert Botanical Laboratory at Tuc- 
son, Arizona, came east early in April to attend the Franklin 
bicentenary in Philadelphia. During June, July, and August, 
he will be occupied with his mutant-cultures at the New York 
Botanical Garden. 

The summer session of the Biological Laboratory of the 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences, located at Cold Spring 
Harbor, Long Island, will begin on July 5 and continue for six 
weeks. Dr. D. S. Johnson of Johns Hopkins University remains 
in charge of the instruction in cryptogamic botany and will be 
assisted by Mr. Harlan H. York, of Columbia University. Dr. 
E. N. Transeau, of Alma College, Michigan, will give instruction 
in plant ecology. 

Professor Hugo de Vries, of Amsterdam, arrived in New York 
on April 10. He gave an address in Philadelphia, April 18, on 
" Elementary Species in Agriculture " in connection with the 
celebration of the two hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Benjamin Franklin, and on April 21 lectured at the New York 
Botanical Garden on "The Correlation of Characters in Plants." 
He will visit various institutions where experiments in plant 
mutation are being carried on and in June and July will deliver a 
course of botanical lectures at the summer session of the Univer- 
sity of California. 

The New York Botanical Garden collecting expedition, headed 
by Dr. Britton and referred to in the last number of Torreya, 
returned to New York on April 1. Dr. Britton and Dr. Howe, 
accompanied by Professor William Morton Wheeler of the Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History, spent ten days in the early 



80 

part of March on the island of Culebra, where the facilities of the 
United States Naval Station were placed at their disposal. After- 
ward, they joined the other members of the party, consisting of 
Mrs. Britton, Miss Delia W. Marble, and Mr. John F. Cowell, 
for a trip through the mountains of the interior of Porto Rico. 
The dried specimens of plants secured by the expedition are 
represented by about 1,700 field numbers, in addition to a large 
amount of living material for the conservatories. 

The program of the spring course of Saturday afternoon lec- 
tures at the New York Botanical Garden is as follows : 

April 21. "On the Correlation of Characters in Plants," by 
Professor Hugo de Vries. 

April 28. "A Day at Hammarby, the Home of Linnaeus," 
by Dr. W. A. Murrill. 

May 5. "A Historical Review of the Study of Fossil Plants," 
by Arthur Hollick. 

May 12. "A Glimpse at the Development of Botany in 
America," by Professor L. M. Underwood. 

May 19. "The Effects of Radium on Plants," by Dr. C. S. 
Gager. 

May 26. " Some Botanical Features of Porto Rico," by Dr. 
Marshall A. Howe. 

June 2. " Orchids ; Their Botanical Features and Relation to 
Horticulture," by Mr. Geo. V. Nash. 

June 9. " The Wild Vegetable Foods of the United States," 
by Dr. H. H. Rusby. 

June 16. " The Origin and Adaptations of Desert Floras," by 
Dr. D. T. MacDougal. 

June 23. "The Botanical Exploration of the West Indies," by 
Dr. N. L. Britton. 

The lectures will be illustrated by lantern-slides and otherwise 
and will begin at 4:30 P. M. Before the lectures, opportunity 
will be given for inspection of conservatories, museums, library, 
herbarium, herbaceous garden, hemlock forest, and other parts 
of the grounds. The garden is reached by the Harlem Division 
of the New York Central Railway to Bronx Park Station, or by 
the Third Avenue Elevated Railway to Bronx Park. 



